52      CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

A formelx egle, of shap the gentileste 2

That ever she among Mr werkes fonde.

Nature calls upon the royal eagle to make
first choice, and he,

With bed enclyned and with ful humble chere,

at once chooses the bird upon her hand.
Before the formel eagle has summoned up
sufficient courage to give her answer.

Another tercel egle spak anoon,

Of lower kinde, and seyde, " that shal not be;

I love Mr bet than ye do, by seynt John."

And hardly has he finished when a third eagle
puts forward his claim. The various birds
are called upon for their advice, and after
a great deal of chattering and confusion,
Nature finally decrees that the choice is to
lie with the formel eagle herself. She
modestly begs for a year's respite in which to
make up her mind, and the parliament is
adjourned.

But first were chosen foules for to singe
As year by yere was always Mr usaunce
To singe a roundel at Mr departinge
To do Nature honour and pleasunce,

1  i. e. companion to another.

2  of the most graceful shape.